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taken by a digital camera can be searched, viewed and 
printed as easily as with conventional silver-halide 
picture album and television broadcast can be watched 
as much as possible. 
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WHAT IS C LAIMED IS ; 
SC*£#/> '11. A system including an image storage and a 
ft 9^r\A ^television set, 

wherein the image storage is to be connected to the 
10 television set and comprises: 

a ftiain memory for storing a plurality of digital 
still iniage data; 

a digital circuit for retrieving desired one of 
the plurality of digital still image data from the main 
15 memory; 

ut circuit for receiving a control signal 
levision set; and 

output circuit for transmitting a still 
to the television set on the basis of the 
20 digital stil\l image data retrieved by the digital 
circuit ; 

and wherein ttyie television set comprises: 

a television circuit including a tuner for 
receiving a broadcast program; 
25 a monitor for selectively displaying one of the 

broadcast progtam from the television circuit and the 
still image onl the basis of the still image signal 
transmitted frpm the image storage by the output 
circuit ; and 

30 a second loutput circuit for transmitting the 

control signal \ to the input circuit of the image 
storage . 

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the 
television set further comprising a remote controller, 
35 and wherein the second output circuit is designed to 
transmit the corjtrol signal in response to the remote 
controller . 
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An image storage to be connected to a television 
let comprising: 

a\main memory for storing a plurality of digital 
still injage data; 

a digital circuit for retrieving desired one of 
the plurality of digital still image data from the main 
memory ; 

an iriput circuit for receiving a control signal 
form the television set; and 

an outiput circuit for transmitting a still image 
signal on tne basis of the digital still image data 
retrieved by the digital circuit. 

4. The image storage according to claim 3, wherein 
the output circuit is designed to transmit the still 
image signal Ito the television set. 

5. The image storage according to claim 3, wherein 
the main memory is of a built-in type with a large 
capacity for florming a united data base of the digital 
still image data. 

6. The imkge storage according to claim 3, wherein 
the image storage is further connectable to a printer, 
and wherein the output circuit is designed to transmit 
the still image signal to the printer. 

7. The image storage according to claim 3, wherein 
the image stolrage is further connectable to a 
modulator-demodlulator for data communication, and 
wherein the outdut circuit is designed to transmit the 
still image signal to the modulator-demodulator. 

8. The imags storage according to claim 3, wherein 
the digital circuit retrieves the desired one of the 
plurality of digital still image data in response to 
the control signal received by the input circuit. 

9. The image storage according to claim 3, wherein 
the input circuit is designed to receive the control 
signal formed ai> a digital signal, and wherein the 
output circuit iicludes a digital-to-analog converter 



for converting 



he digital still image to an analog 
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stil^l image signal which is transmitted to the 
television set . 

0. The image storage according to claim 3, further 
comprising an integrated digital connector connectable 
to the television set, the input circuit and the output 
circuit \being connected to the digital connector. 

1 1 .\The image storage according to claim 3 , further 
comprising a control circuit for controlling the 
digital circuit and the output circuit in response to 
the input circuit which receives the control signal. 

1 2 . Th\e image storage according to claim 3 , wherein 
the main meinory has a rested condition and an active 
condition bo\th with a main power supplied, wherein the 
main memory Vs changed between the rested condition and 
the active condition in response to the input circuit 
which receives the control signal. 

13. The \image storage according to claim 12, 
further comprising memory controller for changing the 
main memory between the rested condition and the active 
condition, wherein the memory controller is designed 
to change the main memory from the active condition to 
the rested condition in response to the input circuit 
which receives tne control signal with the main memory 
in the active condition, the change being postponed till 
a completion of trae retrieval of the digital still image 
data if the control signal is received with the digital 
circuit in the course of retrieving the digital still 
image data from the main memory. 

14. The image storage according to claim 12, 
further comprising memory controller for changing the 
main memory between the rested condition and the active 



condition , wherein 
to change the main 



the memory controller is designed 
memory from the active condition to 



the rested condition in response to the input circuit 
which receives the control signal with the main memory 
in the active condition, the change being postponed for 
a predetermined time period after the control signal 
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is received by the input circuit. 

15 . The image storage according to claim 3 , further 
comprising a temporary memory for storing the digital 
still ^mage data retrieved from the main memory, the 
output Circuit transmitting the still image signal on 
the basife of the digital still image data stored in the 
temporary memory, wherein the digital circuit replaces 
the digit\al still image data in the temporary memory 
by a new digital still image data retrieved from the 
maxn memory in response to the input circuit which 
receives the control signal* 

16 . Tlie image storage according to claim 3 , wherein 
the output circuit is capable of selectively 
transmitting a first type of still image signal 
including information of a single digital still image 
data and a second type of still image signal including 
information of a plurality of digital still image data, 
the output circuit being designed to select one of the 
first and seco\nd types of still image signal in response 
to the control signal received by the input circuit. 

17. The \ image storage according to claim 16, 
wherein the oultput circuit is designed to replace the 
second type oflstill image signal by the first type of 
still image silgnal in response to the control signal 
received by th<; input circuit with the second type of 
image signal transmitted for a selection among the 
plurality of di jital still image data included therein. 

18. The im^ge storage according to claim 3, wherein 
is capable of being connected to a 
laving a remote controller, and wherein 



image storage 
television set 



the input circuit is designed to receiving the control 



signal which is 
the tele vis ion 



originated by the remote controller of 
set 

19. The image storage according to claim 3, further 
comprising a main switch, and wherein the image storage 
is designed to lpe turned on or off in response to the 
control signal . 
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20. A television set to be connected to an image 
storage comprising : 

television circuit including a tuner for 
receiving a broadcast program; 

ar\ input circuit for receiving a still image signal 
transmitted from the image storage; 

a monitor for selectively displaying one of the 
broadcast program from the television circuit and the 
still image on the basis of the still image signal 
received \by the input circuit; and 

an Output circuit for transmitting a control 
signal tojthe image storage. 

21. the television set according to claim 20, 
further comprising a remote controller, wherein the 
output circuit is designed to transmit the control 
signal in response to the remote controller. 

22. Ttie television set according to claim 20, 
further conprising a mode selector for selecting 
between a first mode for the monitor to display the 
broadcast program and a second mode for the monitor to 
display the still image, and a manually operable member 
for control! ing the television circuit in the first mode 
and for controlling the output circuit in the second 
mode . 

23. The television set according to claim 22, 
further comprising a main switch, and wherein the 
television sut is turned on in the first mode in response 



to the main 

24. Th<4 



switch . 

television set according to claim 22, 
further comprising a remote controller, wherein the 
manually operable member is located at the remote 
controller . 

25. The television set according to claim 22, 
wherein the made selector is designed to automatically 
changed from [the second mode to the first mode when the 
image storag4 is turned off with the television set in 
the second mode. 
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26 . A television set to be connected to an external 
devic'e compr is ing : 

television circuit including a tuner for 
receivj\ng a broadcast program; 

an\ input circuit for receiving an image 
transmitted from the external device; 

a monitor for selectively displaying one of the 
broadcast program from the television circuit and the 
image on the basis of the image signal received by the 
10 input cirbuit; and 

a mode selector for selecting between a first mode 
for the moinitor to display the broadcast program and 
a second made for the monitor to display the image from 
the external device, the mode selector being designed 
15 to automatically change from the second mode to the 
first mode vJthen the external device is turned off with 
the television set in the second mode. 

27 . A television set to be connected to an external 
device comprjis ing : 

20 a television circuit including a tuner for 

receiving a broadcast program; 

an inp it circuit for receiving an image 
transmitted from the external device; 

a monitor for selectively displaying one of the 
25 broadcast program from the television circuit and the 
image on the basis of the image signal received by the 
input circuit ? 

a mode selector for selecting between a first mode 
for the monitor to display the broadcast program and 
30 a second mode ::or the monitor to display the image from 
the external device, and 

an outpujt circuit for transmitting a control 
the external device operative when the 
selects the second mode. 
35 28 . The television set according to claim 27, 

utput circuit is designed to further 



signal to make 
mode selector 
28. The 
wherein the q 



transmit a control signal to make the external device 
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inoperative when the mode selector selects the first 
mod4 with the television set in the second mode. 

29. The television set according to claim 27, 
wherein an actual mode change from the first to second 
mode \s postponed till the external device is actually 
made Operative after the mode selector selects the 
second \mode . 

3 0\. A television set to be connected to an external 
device c\ompr is ing : 

a television circuit including a tuner for 
receiving a broadcast program; 

an \input circuit for receiving an image 
transmitted from the external device; 

a moriitor for selectively displaying one of the 
broadcast program from the television circuit and the 
image on the basis of the image signal received by the 
input circuit ; 

a mode selector for selecting between a first mode 
for the monitor to display the broadcast program and 
a second model for the monitor to display the image from 
the external \ device , and 

an output circuit for transmitting a control 
signal to make! the external device inoperative when the 
mode selector selects the first mode with the television 
set in the sedond mode. 

31 . A television set to be connected to an external 
device compr is ing : 

a television circuit including a tuner for 
receiving a broadcast program; 



an input 



circuit 



for receiving 



an 



image 



transmitted fron the external device; 

a monitor Eor selectively displaying one of the 
broadcast progrcLin from the television circuit and the 
image on the basis of the image signal received by the 
input circuit ; 

a main swijtch; , and 

an output circuit for transmitting a control 



\ 



signal to turn on the external device when the main 
switch is turned on. 

>32. The television set according to claim 31, 
wherein the output circuit is designed to further 
transmit a control signal to turn off the external 
device when the main switch is turned off. 

33 . W television set to be connected to an external 
device compris ing : 

a television circuit including a tuner for 
receiving a broadcast program; 

an input circuit for receiving an image 
transmitted! from the external device; 

a monitor for selectively displaying one of the 
broadcast program from the television circuit and the 
image on the pasis of the image signal received by the 
input circuit; 

a main switch;, and 

an output circuit for transmitting a control 
signal to turn off the external device when the main 
switch is turned off. 

34 . A television set to be connected to an external 
device comprising : 

a television circuit including a tuner for 
receiving a broadcast program; 

an input circuit for receiving an image signal 
transmitted f rc m the external device ; 

a monitor for selectively displaying one of the 
broadcast program from the television circuit and the 
image on the bas is of the image signal received by the 
input circuit; 

a remote controller; and 

an output circuit for transmitting a control 
signal to the external device in response to the remote 
controller . 

35. A television set comprising: 

a television circuit including a tuner for 



receiving a broadcast program; 



\a monitor for selectively displaying a single 
image\ and a set of a plurality of divided images; 

a mode selector for selecting between a first mode 
for thamonitor to display the single image and a second 
mode foV the monitor to display the set of images; 

a \ remote controller for controlling the 
television circuit in the first mode and for selecting 
one of the plurality of divided images in the second 
mode . \ 

36. Vrhe television set according to claim 35, 
wherein the remote controller includes a set of s 
plurality of manually operable members to be commonly 
used in theVfirst and second modes, and wherein the set 
of a pluralVity of divided images are arranged in a 
similar pattern to that of the manually operable 
members . 

37. An \ image storage to be connected to a 
television set and to an external device comprising: 

an input! circuit for receiving a control signal 
form the television set; and 

an output circuit for transmitting an output 
signal to the external device in response to the control 
signal received by the input circuit. 

38. The iimage storage according to claim 37, 
further comprising : 

a main memory for storing a plurality of digital 
still image dat$; and 

a digital Circuit for retrieving desired one of 



the plurality of 
memory ; 

wherein the 
signal on the b 
retrieved by the 



digital still image data from the main 



output signal includes a still image 
sis of the digital still image data 
digital circuit. 

39. The imlage storage according to claim 38, 
wherein the main nemory is of a removable type from the 
image storage. 

40. The iriiage storage according to claim 38, 
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further comprising : 

a second output circuit for transmitting an image 
signaVL to the television set for display in response 
to the^ control signal received by the input circuit, 
the im^ge signal being on the basis of the digital still 
xmage ciata retrieved by the digital circuit. 

4l\. The image storage according to claim 40, 
wherein \the external device is a printer, and wherein 
the control signal includes a selection signal for 
selectingyat least one of the plurality of digital still 
image data to be printed by the printer, the selection 
being facilitated by the image signal transmitted to 
and displayed on the television set. 

42. Tne image storage according to claim 37, 
wherein the! output circuit includes a generator for 
generating tuie output signal in response to the control 
signal receiived by the input circuit. 

43. Th4 image storage according to claim 37, 
wherein the External device is a printer, and wherein 
the output ciuccuit is designed to transmit the output 
signal to thel printer. 

44. The \ image storage according to claim 43, 
further comprising: 

a main mejmory for storing a plurality of digital 
still image data; and 

a digital! circuit for retrieving desired one of 
the plurality o\ digital still image data from the main 
memory ; 

wherein tie output signal includes a printer 
control signal fbr the printer to carry out the printing 
of a still image on the basis of the digital still image 
data retrieved by the digital circuit. 

45. The image storage according to claim 44, 
. :al circuit is designed to retrieve one 

of digital still image data from the 
main memory in response to the control signal from the 
television set, 



wherein the digi 
of the plurality 
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and wherein the output signal includes a still 
imaga signal on the basis of the digital still image 
data Vetrieved by the digital circuit. 

^ 6 . The image storage according to claim 44, 
wherein the control signal includes a selection signal 
for selecting at least one of the plurality of digital 
still image data to be printed by the printer. 



47 

wherein 



The image storage according to claim 43, 
the output signal includes a power control 



signal for turning on or off the printer. 

48.1 The image storage according to claim 43, 
further comprising : 

a main switch; and 

a co\mniunicat ion circuit with the printer for the 
main switlch to be made off in response to the 
communication with the printer. 

49. The image storage according to claim 48, 
wherein the main switch is made off when the image 



storage is 



informed by the printer of the completion 



signal to t 



of its function by means of the communication circuit. 

50. ^?he image storage according to claim 37, 
further co npr is ing : 

a secpnd output circuit for transmitting an image 
he television set in response to the control 
signal received by the input circuit, whereby the change 
in the control signal is capable of being monitored by 
the television set. 

The image storage according to claim 44, 
b printer control signal is a command to start 
the printing, the command being transmitted to the 
printer wl en the control signal is received from the 
set . 

The image storage according to claim 44, 
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wherein th 



televis ior 
52 . 



wherein the printer control signal is a command to 

inhibit tne printer from starting the printing, the 

command being transmitted to the printer when the 

control slignal is received from the television set. 



53. The image storage according to claim 44, 
wherein the printer control signal is a command to 
interrupt the printing, the command being transmitted 
to the printer when the control signal is received from 
the television set. 

54. The image storage according to claim 53, 
wherein the printer control signal is a command to 
restart the printing, the command being transmitted to 
the printer when the control signal is received from 
the television set. 

55. The image storage according to claim 44, 
wherein the control signal includes a first signal and 
a second signal, and wherein the input circuit is 
responsive to the first signal for changing between a 
first mode sensible to the second signal and a second 
mode insensible to the second signal. 

56. The image storage according to claim 44, 
wherein the control signal includes a first signal and 
a second signal, and wherein the output circuit is 
responsive to the first signal for changing between a 
first mode to transmit the output signal in response 
to the second signal and a second mode not to transmit 
the output signal in response to the second signal. 

57. The image storage according to claim 44, 
wherein the control signal from the television set is 
representative of a condition for printing. 

58. The image storage according to claim 57, 
wherein the condition is a number of prints to be printed 
by the printer. 

59. The image storage according to claim 37, 
wherein the image storage is capable of being connected 
to a television set having a manually operable member, 
and wherein the input circuit is designed to receiving 
the control signal which is originated by the manually 
operable member. 

60. The image storage according to claim 59, 
wherein the image storage is capable of being connected 
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to\ a television set having a remote, and wherein the 
manually operable member is located at the remote 
controller . 

61. The image storage according to claim 43, 
wherein the output signal includes a power control 
signay. for turning on or off the printer in response 
to tha control signal from the television set. 

The image storage according to claim 61, 
furtheii comprising a second input circuit for receiving 
10 a printer status signal, wherein the output circuit is 
designee! to be responsive to the status signal to 
transmit! the power control signal for turning off the 
printer \on condition that the printer is not in 
operat ioi 

15 63 . \ The image storage according to claim 43, 

wherein the output signal includes a command to start 
the printing, the command being transmitted to the 
printer wnen the television set is turned off. 

64. The image storage according to claim 43, 
20 wherein the image storage is capable of being connected 
to a television set changeable. between a normal mode 
and a printer control mode, and wherein the image 
storage further comprises a second output circuit for 
transmitting a mode changing signal to the television 
25 set to change the television set from the printer 
control moc e to the normal mode in response to a 
completion of preparing the printing. 




